[image: image1.jpg]



PRESS RELEASE

CHARLES ATLAS, MIKA TAJIMA AND NEW HUMANS: THE PEDESTRIANS

PRESS VIEW: 1 APRIL, 9.30-11AM
PRIVATE VIEW: 1 APRIL, 6.30-8.30PM
OPEN: 1-21 APRIL 2011
PERFORMANCES 2 & 6 APRIL, 7PM & 3 & 10 APRIL, 3PM
The South London Gallery presents a new collaborative project by New York-based artists Charles Atlas and Mika Tajima. This live art presentation transforms the SLG’s main gallery into a hybrid installation/film set featuring a collaboration by Charles Atlas and Mika Tajima with contributions from New Humans, John Smith, Gaby Agis, Les Child, Richard Hornsey, Nina Power and others and others to create a dynamic space for performance, music, video and sculpture.
The Pedestrians examines the act of walking in its various social and political forms: from the march formations in processions and demonstrations, and the idle strolling flâneur, to the choreography of everyday movement in dance. The project traces the politics of this basic bodily movement in its different manifestations and strategies as it negotiates the changing landscape of modernity.

A walkway cuts through the space becoming at once arcade, exhibition, passage, runway and stage. Along the path are various objects and tableaux, including new scaffold sculptures and a selection of object arrangements that have come to be associated with Tajima’s collaborative New Humans installations and performances – cinema flats, mirrors, scaffolding, palettes of soft drinks, a junkyard car and a treadmill.
The installation is a fully functioning film set with four events rehearsed and performed within it. All elements relating to the film’s production are on display including lighting, film tracks, sound desk and equipment. This scenario becomes both a structure for collaborative activities and the subject of the performances within it.

The installation and preparation for performances are viewable by the public during regular gallery hours until 10 April, after which the installation with edited videos shot during the live period of the project remain open to the public.
Inviting a range of UK-based performers to participate, The Pedestrians becomes a framework for a diverse series of positions and actions working with and against the installation. 
PERFORMANCES

Saturday 2 April, 7pm

Sound: New Humans with John Smith
Known for installations in which improbable sound compositions and performance actions unfold, New Humans and guest vocalist, artist and film-maker John Smith, perform new soundtracks of deconstructed military march beats and arrhythmic dub patterns to live film mixing by Charles Atlas. Choreography of pedestrian movements organised during the event invoke the possible social and political forms of walking.

Sunday 3 April, 3pm

Talk: Richard Hornsey/Nina Power
As a site of production, the installation serves as a backdrop for presentations by social theorists Richard Hornsey and Nina Power exploring movement through urban space. Hornsey discusses the various ways in which walking changed the urban landscape and Power speaks about protest movements. Using the non-linear technique of ‘film blocking’, the presentation toggles between the two speakers’ topics in a broken format. 
Wednesday 6 April, 7pm 

Dance: Gaby Agis
London-based choreographer Gaby Agis presents a new dance piece, Navigations, created with a group of performers around a musical score by New Humans. The piece takes the vernacular of the walk as its starting point and responds to the environment set up by Atlas and Tajima in the vast SLG gallery space.
Sunday 10 April, 3pm

Finale: Parade, coordinated by Les Child
With movement coordinated by Les Child, this special final event is a parade, reprising the complex history of processional group walking as well as organised demonstrations and their association with music. Merging the martial, commercial, artistic and political forms of the parade, the event includes south London-based groups of dancers, musicians, fashion models and student activists. Set within the pathways of the gallery, it also features a garment collaboration with conceptual clothing label Slow and Steady Wins the Race.

Curated by Andrew Bonacina and SLG Associate Curator, Anne-Sophie Dinant.
Charles Atlas (born Missouri, 1949) is an artist living and working in New York. In 2006 Tate Modern, London presented the first UK survey of work by Atlas and he has had retrospectives at: Whitney Museum of Art, New York; Magazin 4, Bregenz; ICA Boston; and Participant Inc., New York. In 2010 Atlas had screenings at: Turbine Hall, Tate Modern, London; MOMA, New York; and Walker Arts Center, Minneapolis. Group exhibitions for Atlas in 2010 included: Hayward Gallery, London; ICA Philadephia (touring to Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston); MIT/LIST Visual Art Center, Cambridge, Massachusetts; Kunstverein Nürnberg, Nürnberg; De Hallen Haarlem, The Netherlands; PS1, New York (touring to Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture, Moscow) and KAde Kunsthal in Amersfoort.
Mika Tajima (born 1975) is an artist living and working in New York. Select solo exhibitions include Bass Museum, Miami; Seattle Art Museum (forthcoming); X Initiative, New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA; The Kitchen, New York; RISD Museum, Rhode Island; Circuit, Switzerland; Elizabeth Dee Gallery, New York. Tajima was selected for the 2008 Whitney Biennial.
Founded in 2003 by Tajima, New Humans (Howie Chen, Mika Tajima and Eric Tsai) is known for constructing multimedia installations that typically incorporate live performance elements and experimental music. New Humans performances and recordings incorporate physical materials, piercing drones, sheer static and low bass frequencies. Collaborations include Charles Atlas, Vito Acconci, C. Spencer Yeh, Philippe Decrauzat and United Bamboo among others.

The SLG’s Live Art programme presents an expanded reflection on performance art through event-based projects involving performance, dance, music, film and video. Works range in scale from intimate collaborations to large theatre-based performance and music often created in response to the gallery space, whilst other projects involve the re-adaptation of existing works in response to the unique setting of the high-ceilinged gallery.

Press information (not for publication) 

Sangeeta Sathe T. 020 7703 6120 sangeeta@southlondongallery.org 
Visitor information 

South London Gallery

65 Peckham Road

London SE5 8UH

Gallery open Tuesday – Sunday 11am-6pm except Wednesday until 9pm. Closed Mondays.

T. 020 7703 6120

mail@southlondongallery.org
www.southlondongallery.org
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