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LIVE ART

CORNELIUS CARDEW: TREATISE (1963-67)
PERFORMED IN ITS ENTIRETY BY VOCAL CONSTRUCTIVISTS
FRIDAY 16 SEPTEMBER, 7.30-8.45PM, FREE

The South London Gallery, in collaboration with Wesleyan University (USA), hosts a groundbreaking rendition of Cornelius Cardew's Treatise (1963-67). This is the first performance of the complete work using only the human body.
This 193-page graphic score comprises a variety of shapes, symbols, numbers and lines and elements of traditional musical notation that have been extended, truncated and fragmented. Cardew provided no key to decipher the notation, requiring musicians to devise their own methods and means of interpretation. With the parameters of pitch, rhythm, tempo and instrumentation to be determined anew each time, Treatise merges the role of composer with that of performer. While pages from Treatise have been played by acoustic and electronic instrumentalists in various settings over the last 48 years, the London-based singers, Vocal Constructivists, perform the complete work reliant solely on the human body.
This event is free, no need to book.

Cornelius Cardew (1936-1981) was a leading figure in experimental music of the 1960s and 70s. He is widely acknowledged as a pioneer of graphic notation, free improvisation and performer involvement. Deeply involved in political activism, he was among the most adventurous and innovative musicians of his generation.
The SLG’s Live Art programme presents an expanded reflection on performance art through event-based projects involving performance, dance, music, film and video.
Press information (not for publication)

Sangeeta Sathe
020 7703 6120 
sangeeta@southlondongallery.org
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