[image: image1.jpg]



PRESS RELEASE
GEORGE SHAW: THE SLY AND UNSEEN DAY

EXHIBITION: WEDNESDAY 25 MAY – SUNDAY 3 JULY 2011

PRESS VIEW: TUESDAY 24 MAY, 9.30-11AM
PREVIEW: TUESDAY 24 MAY, 6.30-8.30PM

This solo exhibition by British artist and Turner Prize nominee George Shaw brings together 18 paintings made over the past 15 years charting the urban landscape of his childhood home on the Tile Hill Estate in Coventry. 

Within a practice that has encompassed drawing, video-making, performance and writing, Shaw is best known for his expansive body of painting. Painted in Humbrol enamels, more usually associated with boyhood model-making, and based on photographs, Shaw’s works revisit landmarks remembered from his youth. Meticulously painted houses, pubs, underpasses and parks become autobiographical notes, frozen in time.
Shaw’s subject matter brings about associations of domesticity, folk art and a nostalgia for a lost childhood and adolescence. Yet, as The Sly and Unseen Day reveals, Shaw’s art quickly moves beyond the autobiography it first suggests. His jarring, atmospheric paintings become peculiar records of Englishness and are suggestive of a different state of mind. Even his more tranquil paintings retain a peculiar tension.

As the exhibition progresses Shaw takes an investigative journey, typically making something out of nothing, as beauty is found in the mundane. The Ash Wednesday series (2004-5) depicts the estate hour-by-hour on a single day. Other paintings, such as The Assumption, 2010 (the local school), offer a curious record of British social life and everyday experience. Conflating memory and present day reality, Shaw’s art takes on an uncanny quality, alluding to a murkier side of contemporary society and collective subconscious. 
The exhibition is accompanied by a series of events including George Shaw in conversation with writer and critic Gilda Williams and a selection of comedy and documentary television chosen by Shaw giving an insight into some of the concerns informing his work.

George Shaw has been shortlisted for the 2011 Turner Prize Award alongside Karla Black, Martin Boyce and Hilary Lloyd. The winner will be announced at BALTIC on Monday 5 December 2011. The Sly and Unseen Day was presented at BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art from 18 February to 15 May.
A BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art touring exhibition curated by Laurence Sillars.

NOTES TO EDITORS 

George Shaw was born in 1966 in Coventry. He studied Fine Art at Sheffield Polytechnic from 1986 – 89 and gained an MA in painting from the Royal College of Art in London in 1998. 

Solo exhibitions have included Looking for Baz. Shaz. Gaz and Daz, Void, Derry (2010); Woodsman, Wilkinson Gallery, London (2009); The End of the World, Galerie Hussenot, Paris (2008); A Day for a Small Poet, Clough Hanson Gallery, Rhodes College, Memphis, USA (2007) Poets Day, Centre d ‘Art Contemporain, Geneva (2006);  Ash Wednesday, Wilkinson Gallery, London (2005), What I did this Summer, Ikon Gallery, Birmingham (2003). He has participated in group shows in London at White Cube, Tate Britain, Whitechapel Gallery, Institute of Contemporary Arts (ICA) and the Jerwood Gallery. Internationally he has exhibited at Barbara Gladstone Gallery, New York, Michael Kohn Gallery, Los Angeles, City Art Gallery, Prague, Ex-Teresa Arte Actual, Mexico and Fabian Walter Galerie, Basel.

The South London Gallery has an international reputation for its programme of contemporary art exhibitions and live art events, with integrated education projects for children, young people and adults. Exhibitions profile the work of established international figures such as Alfredo Jaar, Rivane Neuenschwander, Tatiana Trouvé and Superflex; as well as that by younger and mid-career British artists such as Eva Rothschild and Ryan Gander. Group shows bring together works by established and lesser known British and international artists. The gallery’s live art and film programme has included presentations by Rachel Gomme, Nathaniel Mellors, Gail Pickering, Gisele Vienne and Charles Atlas.
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South London Gallery

65 Peckham Road

London SE5 8UH

Gallery open Tuesday – Sunday 11am-6pm except Wednesday until 9pm. Closed Mondays.

T. 020 7703 6120

mail@southlondongallery.org
www.southlondongallery.org



The South London Gallery receives ongoing support from:
[image: image2.jpg]& 0y Supported by

$ | ARTS COUNCIL
Do | ENGLAND



  [image: image3.jpg](\500#/":(&-]



   [image: image4.jpg]supported by
é The National Lottery®
through the Big Lottery Fund -



     [image: image5.jpg]OUISer



   
