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PRESS RELEASE

THE SOUTH LONDON GALLERY’S EXTENSION OPENS 25 JUNE 2010

The South London Gallery is now in the final stages of its ambitious building project, opening on 25 June 2010. Having raised £2 million, largely from individuals, trusts and an auction of works given by artists who have shown at the SLG, the gallery is expanding into the formerly derelict neighbouring house and a purpose-built education studio at the rear of the building.

The three-storey house has been transformed to create a suite of three small-scale gallery spaces, a street-facing café, and a flat for a programme of artists’ residencies.  The state-of-the-art Clore Studio will quadruple the SLG's current capacity for education and outreach activities, enabling it to further develop its highly acclaimed work with local schools, families, young people and community groups. Disabled access to the SLG is limited at present, but the new development will provide step-free access throughout its public spaces. Overall the project will double the current floor space.
The expansion will transform the experience of visiting the SLG. The new gallery spaces, though modest in scale, will enable the introduction of a new strand of exhibition programming, and the Outset Artists' Flat will host three artists' residencies each year. A new café offering both table- and self-service as well as outdoor seating will encourage more leisurely visits, and the beautiful Fox Garden will be an oasis of calm and tranquillity.

Margot Heller, SLG Director said: “The South London Gallery’s identity is completely enmeshed with its much-loved building, and the beautiful exhibition space is one of the principal reasons why both emerging and established artists want to exhibit here. Our expanded building will enhance the gallery’s unique qualities and character and give it a new physical presence as a vibrant cultural resource which is free and open to all, driving the regeneration of the local area.” 
6a, the appointed architects for the project, were chosen for their sensitive approach to working with historic buildings and their understanding of the needs of a contemporary art space. Last year, to great acclaim, 6a renovated two Rococo-style houses in London’s east end to create Raven Row, for which they were recently nominated for the Brit Insurance Designs of the Year award. They have also received several major European design awards including D&AD Yellow Pencil (2006, 2002), and the Architecture Foundation Next Generation award (2005). The South London Gallery expansion is a very high profile project for 6a and it was the SLG’s intention from the outset to appoint architects for whom this project had the potential to further establish their name both nationally and internationally.
Stephanie Macdonald, Co-Founder of 6a Architects said: “The SLG has one of the great gallery spaces in London and we are really excited to be working on this project. Together all the spaces will add not only new facilities but also a strong sense of place beside the original gallery which we hope will offer a generous welcome to many new visitors and become a focus of interaction and exchange within its own neighbourhood.”

The SLG’s expanded building opens with a group show (25 June to 5 September) of wall drawings throughout its new and existing spaces. Seamlessly integrating art and architecture, the exhibition will reflect the nature of the South London Gallery’s approach to programming over the past decade and aims to capture something of the gallery’s character as an exhibiting institution. Internationally established figures and younger practitioners include those for whom working directly on walls is central to their practice, and others working in this way for the first time. Affording an opportunity for visitors to go into spaces which otherwise would not be open to the public, the exhibition will showcase the SLG’s building while celebrating the purpose for which it was originally founded: to bring art to a broad public.
Inspiring an interest in contemporary art among a wide range of people has resulted in the SLG's significant growth as an organisation over the past decade. Thousands of local school children visit the gallery every year, the gallery's work with young people is particularly innovative and its three-year programme of artist residencies on neighbouring Sceaux Gardens housing estate has been described by the National Lottery as one of the best projects it has funded. The SLG currently reaches over 7000 children and young people annually through its award-winning education work and the new Clore Studio will enable the SLG to move into the next phase of its history, building on existing relationships and offering exceptional opportunities for involvement and learning about contemporary art to many more people than ever before. Quadrupling capacity for school visits, the studio will also be a beautiful space in which to enjoy new programmes of film screenings, talks, drop-in family workshops and other special events. 

The South London Fine Art Gallery and Library was established in 1891 as a 'gallery for the people of south London open to the public free, and on Sundays' and has remained so ever since. In the 1990s the gallery re-established itself as the South London Gallery and began to show an annual programme of contemporary art exhibitions, live art and events. Tracey Emin's infamous tent, Everyone I have ever slept with (1963-1995), was commissioned for a group show at the SLG and the gallery has since presented solo shows by numerous Turner Prize-winning artists including Steve McQueen, Keith Tyson and Simon Starling. More recent exhibitions by Chris Burden, Rivane Neuenschwander, Michael Landy’s Art Bin and Superflex's Flooded McDonald's have achieved consistent critical acclaim for the gallery both nationally and internationally. This building project will cement the SLG’s reputation as an internationally acclaimed centre of excellence for contemporary art.

The SLG’s exhibition programme will continue to put a spotlight on some of the most exciting artists working internationally with a solo show of new work by Tatiana Trouvé opening in September 2010. This is the first major exhibition in the UK for the 2007 winner of the Marcel Duchamp Prize. Tatiana Trouvé has gained international recognition for her room constructions, architectonic interventions and metal sculptural objects. For the South London Gallery, she will create a new installation in response to the setting of its main space.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

The SLG’s building project has been made possible with generous support from Helen Thorpe, Arts Council England, Southwark Council, The Garfield Weston Foundation, The Clore Duffield Foundation, Outset Contemporary Art Fund, John Armleder, Nigel Cooke, The Foundation for Sport and the Arts, The City Bridge Trust, The Foyle Foundation, Edwin Fox Foundation, Christie's, The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation, The Reed Foundation, The Ironmongers' Foundation, The Heritage of London Trust, The Idlewild Trust, the H and G de Freitas Charitable Trust, The Girdlers' Company and Gallery Benefactors, Gallery Supporters, Building Project Benefactors and Patrons.
The SLG receives ongoing support from Helen Thorpe, Arts Council England, Southwark Council, The Big Lottery and Outset Contemporary Art Fund.

The opening exhibition is sponsored by Bloomberg.
The SLG was founded in the late nineteenth century with the aim of bringing contemporary art to the people of south London. It has done so ever since and with particular success in the last fifteen years, during which time it has earned an international reputation for its annual programme of contemporary art exhibitions, live art and off-site projects complemented by workshops, events, artists’ talks and outreach projects. The SLG became an independent public gallery in 2003.
6a Architects, founded in 2001 by Stephanie Macdonald and Tom Emerson, is one of the UK's leading young architectural practices. 6a work on a variety of scales, from product and exhibition design to art galleries and large-scale housing developments, but has developed a particular reputation for contemporary arts projects and working in sensitive environments. Its work has been praised for its subtlety and inventive use of materials responding to both physical and cultural context.

