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PRESS RELEASE
SOUTH LONDON GALLERY EXTENSION DESIGNED BY 6A ARCHITECTS OPENS 25 JUNE 2010

The South London Gallery’s £2 million extension designed by 6a Architects and constructed by south London building contractors, John Perkins Projects, opens on 25 June 2010.
6a was commissioned in 2006 to refurbish the derelict Victorian house neighbouring the gallery to provide additional gallery spaces, a flat for a programme of artist residencies and a café, and to design an education studio at the rear of the site. It was the South London Gallery’s intention to appoint a relatively young practice for whom the project would be a key piece. Founded in 2001, 6a have already enjoyed considerable success, most notably with their critically acclaimed refurbishment of Alex Sainsbury’s contemporary art space, Raven Row, which opened in 2009.

The South London Gallery (SLG) was built in 1891 behind the founder, William Rossiter’s cottage which stood along rural Peckham Road. In 1905 the cottage was demolished to make way for Camberwell College of Arts which stands there today. The SLG, widely regarded as one of the finest exhibition spaces in London, is an elegant rectangular volume with a large roof light over the centre. The main space is impressive in scale but invisible from the street and the long, narrow corridor leading to it adds to the sense of surprise upon entering. The special character of the building has long inspired artists and as such it has played a vital role in forming the SLG’s international reputation for shows by contemporary British artists such as Ryan Gander, Steve McQueen, Eva Rothschild and, most recently, Michael Landy, alongside those by internationally established figures such as Chris Burden and Alfredo Jaar.  

The greatest challenge in extending the SLG was to do so without alienating those for whom the existing building is so dearly cherished. 6a’s response has been to leave the main space precisely intact by creating a series of three interventions dispersed around an expanded site. A new sequence of fully accessible interior and exterior spaces significantly enlarge the range of possible activities and events while establishing an unexpected and inspiring architectural dialogue between old and new, inside and out. 

In restoring and extending the neighbouring house to form the new Matsudaira Wing, great care was taken to retain the intimacy of the domestic environment and to retain the original features within the contemporary re-building. The new spaces follow the arrangement of the original front and back rooms but the architectural language is abstracted and reduced, as if it were an image faded through time.  The original raw timber roof structure has been exposed and painted white, making reference to the house’s formerly derelict state but also echoing the far grander exposed trusses of the main gallery space. This inspired the motif for the new buildings – a double-height room linking the house to the main space, and the Clore Studio at the rear of the main building – which gradually transform from the domesticity of the house to the civic grandeur of the main gallery.  

Other motifs carried throughout the new buildings suggest unity through the diverse spaces, equally lending them distinctive character.  Areas of brickwork have been painted or left bare, tiles both inside and out have been laid in a diagonal pattern and an emphasis on light is evident throughout.  Surprising views onto, between and through the different spaces, both inside and out, reveal the maze-like quality of the cluster of linked buildings, adding interest and drawing visitors from one area through to the next. On the upper floors, vistas through windows and from the roof terrace of the artists’ flat also highlight the SLG’s very particular location, in the heart of an inner city area, wedged between a turn-of-the-century art college and a 1950s housing estate. 

The Clore Studio is to be found at the end of the Fox Garden, a secret oasis of abundant planting designed by Fraser & Morris. The new building incorporates the two remaining walls from the SLG’s original lecture theatre and library which was demolished after World War II. It is a generous single volume topped by a central lantern: a multifunctional space for use by children, adults and young people for talks, screenings, workshops and events. The overall simplicity of the space hides some surprises and in good weather the west wall can pivot to create a continuous open field between the back garden and the interior.  At night the walls and shutters close the whole building down into an abstract dark box.  

6a have created new spaces out of the meeting of the future needs of the South London Gallery with a rich historic context.  Character is drawn out from texture and materiality leaving the visual field open to the art works which will fill the spaces and cover the walls.
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Visitor information 
NOTHING IS FOREVER 
25 JUNE – 5 SEPTEMBER 2010 
South London Gallery 

65 Peckham Road 

London SE5 8UH 

Gallery open Tuesday – Sunday 11am-6pm, except Wednesdays until 9pm. Closed Mondays. 

24 hour recorded information T. 020 7703 9799 

General enquiries T. 020 7703 6120 

SMS. 07981 007 845 

mail@southlondongallery.org 
www.southlondongallery.org 
Tube: Victoria or Oval then bus 36/436 towards Lewisham/New Cross 

Or London Bridge then bus 343 to Southampton Way 

Or Elephant & Castle then bus 171/12 

Rail: Peckham Rye, 10 mins walk to the SLG 

Limited free parking in adjacent side streets 
