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The Big Family Press is a printing press co-developed by a group of children aged 4 – 11 in after-school care at Oliver Goldsmith Primary School, 
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An archive is a collection of objects that say something about 
who a person was. It tells us about how people used to live, 
what they liked and about the time and place in which they 
grew up. If you had an archive what would you put in it?

• Pens or Pencils
• Glue
• Scissors

“We made our own boxes. We cut it with 
scissors and stuck it together. We put 
stuff about us in it.”

ONE: Draw objects that say 
something about you in boxes
A,B,C and D.

TWO: Using scissors, carefully 
cut out the template.

THREE: Decorate your archive 
box any way you want.You might 
want to decorate the inside of 
the box too.

FOUR: Fold your box along the 
dotted lines, and use glue to 
connect the tabs.

FIVE:Fold up the 4 objects you 
drew and put them in your box.

What do these things say about your 
life?

This will be your archive box.

It’s a special box with important things 
inside so think carefully about how it 
will look.   

Practice assembling the box without  
glue first.

Exchange your box with somebody else. 
Ask them about the objects they have 
treasured in their archive. 
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