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COLLAGING HISTORY (CONT.)

in the film were handmade.

The set and props have a

second life in the gallery space,
echoing storage warehouses.
The arrangement of the objects
shows the layered history behind
the making of Thieves and its
blockbuster counterparts.

A large drawing of Anna and
Sabu on a 1950s chalkboard sits
alongside previous works, such
as anthropological photographs
and props from The Bang Straws
(2021). The gallery space, like
the film, becomes a collage of
research, stories and visuals. For
Williams Gamaker, collage has
been a vehicle to edit and rewrite
histories and narratives through
various mediums.

The exhibition title Our Mountains
Are Painted on Glass was inspired
by a quote from 1940s director
Michael Powell. His collaborative
film with Emeric Pressburger,
Black Narcissus is heralded for

its stylised aesthetic and strong
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This meant relying on large

matte paintings to depict the
mountainous backdrop of the
Himalayas. A matte is a term to
describe large painted landscapes
that create the illusion of an
environmentin films and TV.
These mattes were often painted
on glass. The title refers to this
practice and the precarity of
glass, which for Williams Gamaker
represents the precarious life

that artists, and the actors of
colour in her films, face. Within
the exhibition space, transparent
reproductions of the Himalayas
provide a backdrop to the viewing
of the film.

At the end of the 27-minute film,
the room is filled with an intense
pink light, bathing the objects with
the same colour treatment found
in the film. The installation reveals
these processes by showcasing
documentary photographs,
maquettes and costumes hidden
amongst the set, like dioramas.
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WITH THANKS TO

Exhibition generously supported
by Anastasia and Igor Bukhman.

Additional support from

The Foundation Foundation and
the Michelle Williams Gamaker
Exhibition Supporters’ Circle.

Thieves was commissioned by
Film London Artists” Moving
Image Network (FLAMIN) with
funding from Arts Council
England, and co-commissioned
with the SLG and Dundee
Contemporary Arts (DCA).
Additional support from National
Lottery through Arts Council
England, The Foundation
Foundation, The British Academy
and The Wolfson Foundation.

Full film credits are available on
the website.

SLG

South London Gallery
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Artists’' Moving
Image Network
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ENGLAND FOUNDATION

DCA

Dundee Contemporary Arts
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The works on display can be
photographed. Share your
pictures with us on social media.

@ @SLG_artupdates
© @southlondongallery

Large print and easy read
guides are available

Main Building: 65-67 Peckham Road, London SE5 8UH
Fire Station: 82 Peckham Road, London SE15 5LQ
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ACCOMPANYING EVENTS

Michelle Williams Gamaker

in conversation with

May Adadol Ingawanij

Wed 17 May 2023, 7-8.15pm,
Clore Studio, £6 / £4 concession

Join Michelle Williams Gamaker
and curator, writer and teacher,
May Adadol Ingawanij for a live
conversation at the SLG. They
will discuss Williams Gamaker’s
latest film Thieves, along with
their shared interests in cinema,
de-westernised histories

and representation.

Film screening: Fictional Activism
Wed 7 Jun 2023, 7-8.30pm,
Clore Studio, £6 / £4 concession

Watch three films by
Michelle Williams Gamaker, House

of Women (2017), The Eternal Return

(2019) and The Bang Straws (2021),

which form part of a series exploring

Fictional Activism. The films will
be introduced by film scholar and
lecturer Dr Kulraj Phullar.

Also on at the SLG

John Costi: Found Football Difficult

Fire Station Galleries 1 & 2,
31 Mar - 18 Jun 2023, Free

The SLG’s 12th Postgraduate
Artist in Residence John Costi’s
work is rooted in healing and
transformation. Through
conversation, play and assemblage,
he aims to create art that brings
people together and forms

social connections.
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OUR MOUNTAI

South London Gallery
31 Mar - 18 Jun 2023
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NS ARE
PAINTED ON GLASS

. . 60, Supported using public funding by
colour theme. He achieved this £ % | ARTS COUNCIL thwarK Freelands
“.° | ENGLAND ot Foundation

by shooting everything at a studio
and not using exterior locations.

Cover and overleaf: Michelle Williams Gamaker,
stillimage from Thieves (2023)

South London Gallery is a registered charity no.312160.
Itis registered as company n0.04720002 (SLG Trustee Ltd)

SLG







